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A Letter to the Mercator ; proving, that tooffer any Scheme of the French Trade from 


the Cuftom-houfe Books, is an Errant piece of Ksavery to 


Nation. 


Cheat and Aniufe the 
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To the Publifbers of the MERCATOR. 


t HE Rudenefs, with which the pretended 
-* Anfwerers of the MERCATOR teat 
thofe,whom they find convenient to call the 
: Author or Authors of that ufeful Paper, 


t makes their Writings the publick Nufance of the 
‘ Town, the Shame of the Britifh Nation, and the 
‘ Difdain and Contempt of all, but fuch of their own 
© Party, who make it their Practice to ufe the greateft 
© Perfons in the Nations in the fame manner, or worfe, 
© the Qneen Herfelf not excepted; and you may very 
© Well Anfwer all rhofe Scurrilities,as the Jate fimous 
* Lord Ric) er Anfwered a foolifh Ignorant Cenfurer 
* of his Works. 


© Jf Sackvill, Savil, Buckhurft, Wytcherly, 

© And fome fex more, whom I omit to Name, . 

© Approve my Senfe, 1 count your Cenfare FAME. 
Roch. Poems. 


‘The MERCATOR has the Approbation of 
* Wife, Honeft and Impartial Men ; and the Clan.ours 
‘of a Railing, Envenom’d, Enraged Sett of Furies, 
‘do but confirm them in that Approbation. The 
‘ Schemes of thofe People have been detected of innume- 
‘ rable Frauds, fuch as no Honeft Men could be capable 
‘of publifhing ; aud it cannot well be expected, but 
* they, who have the Face firftto put fuch things upon 
‘the World, will afterwards uf all manner of Vio- 
‘lence and Injuftice to fapport them. How could it 
‘ be expected, but a Sett of Men, who could, withour 
 Blufhing, offer their old Scheme,which had Delited 
the Nation fo long before, 1 fay, who would doubr 
but they,who would offer fuch a thing to the Miufe of 

mmons, for a true Account of the Exportations to 
rance, in which was not a word of all our foreign 
e-exported Goods, or of our Plantation Goods, 
would raife up fome Mercenaty, to carry on their 
_ Cheats with the fame degree of Fraud and Legerde- 
_ main: And when they are Derected and Expofed in 
‘ thefe things, it cannot be expected, but they fhould be 
mM the greatet Rage inthe World. But it is certain, 
, Mat the more ill Names, and the more foul Language 
hey give, fo much weight they take off from what 
they fay, Will Kaiing prove, that the Wine and 
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‘ Brandy coft from 17 1s to 201. per Ton in France, in 
‘the Year 1685? Will calling ill‘ Names prove , that 
‘there are not great Quantities of Englifh Woollen 
‘ Manufactures fent every Year to France thro’ other 
‘ Countries ? Let them difcufs the genctal Head, before 
‘they make fuch a Noife with the Particulars; and 
‘ when they will anfwer the Two following Heads, 1 
will rake effectual Care to prove for you, where they 
have aflerréed moft notorious Falfhoods, in no lefs than 
Forty places, in their Schemes and Anfwers to your 
MERCATFORS: But before there can be any man- 
ner of occafion for that, be pleafed to let them fertlé 
thefe Two Preliminaries, without which, all they can 
fay to the Particulars are of 110 more Signification to 
the Queftion in hand, than a Srory of Robin Hood and 
Little F.bn; nor any more to the purpofe than Dor 

Quixor's Knight-Ertantry, with the Barber’s Bafon on 
his Head for a Helmet, and rurining Tilt at the Wind 
mill inftead of a Giant. The Two Heads are thefe: - 

‘ 14 No Accounts from the Cuftom-houfe can give 2 
‘true Scheme of the Trade to France, or fo much 
‘ of a Scheme,as to make a rational Conjecture from. 

‘ 2. No Eftimate of the Trade ro France, as it fhall be 
after the new Treaty takes place, can be juft, but what 
is taken from. the Time, when that Trade was in the 
fae Circumftances,which it is to be reduced to by 
the Treaty. If thefe Two Preliminaries want Expla- 
nation, take it briefly as tollows : 

‘ 1. No Accounts from the Cuftom-houfe caf give a 
© true Scheme of the Trade to France, or fo much of a 
* €cheme,as to make a rational Conjecture fiom. 

‘ The Cafe in few Words -is this: All. the Goods 
brought in from France are Entred as. from France ; 
but no Man can guefs, how many of thofe Goods, 
which are Entred out to other Countries, are carried 
to France. 

‘ You have already mentioned the Entring Goods in 
general Heads for Flanders and the Streights, of which 
I thall give you a fhort additional Hint. There have 
been; within a few Months, no lefs than 17 Ships 
from England, who have come to an Anchor #t Mar- 
feilles, and delivered Engtith Goods shere; as I have by 
a particular Account from my Correfpond; there; be- 

ides Ships with Fith: Now if you pleafe to examine 
the Cuftom-houfe at London, you will hardly find 
above One Ship cleared out thither: If you do thar, 

I demand of thefe experienced Merchants, as they cail 
themfelyes, where all the Goods, they — ywere 
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hipped, and for’ what Places they were Entred ; or 
Whether they think 37 Englith Merchant-Ships to the 


1600 Fodder of Lead ahd Shot, i 
2000 Bags of Peppers o? f 
€Ido not fay, thefe Ships were all full loaden for the 
¢Port of Marfeilles; bur we wéll know,they will not 
¢ go fo much out of their way, unlefs they have a Quan 


¢ tity of Goods fufficient to make it worth their while; 


¢ {> that the Quantity of the whole muft.be very confi- 


¢-derable. I'll callow alfo, that-perhaps {Ome of thefe ” 
but all this will not 


¢Ships were loaden with Corn; 
* alter the Cafe. 
“€"T'o thefe Accounts, you muft give me’ leave to add, 
¢ what I have from very good hands; (vid) That the 
* French in the Straights have taken of us near 20,000 
¢ Barrels of Red Herrings. = 
» © It is certain, we fee now great Quantities of Red 
¢Herrings Entred every day in the Port of London 
€for the Straights, and that by French Merchants, whofe 
¢ principal Trade is known to be to France; and the 
‘ike of Lead. - 
¢ If thefe Things are fo, and no one can difpute them, 
£1 would then demand’ of thefe -Men,what Guefs can 
+ be made of the Trade to France by the Cuftom-houf 
& Entries ? : 2 
. € Next to this, is the Article which you mentioned for- 
£-merly, and to which nothing has been replied, or in+ 
“deed can be worth Notice; (viz.) That the North 
€ Parts of France, fronting Germany, are, and cannot 
4 be otherwife, fupplied with all our Manufactures by 
* way of Holland and Flanders. 
- What is more evident than this! The: Trade to 
% Holland is all of this kind; the Dutch do not cons 
# fume the fixteenth part of the Manufactures,which they 
‘ Import from us, bur ervey, them, by the Rivers, 
$ which falling into the Sea in Holland, make them the 
 Sca-Port, as it were, to all the Countries they flow 
© from ; thefe are the Meufe, the Rhine, the Mofelle. ‘ 
» © The firft and the laft take their Beginning in France, 
© and by them all thofe Parts of pee ewgh which 
é they run, after they are Navigable, are fupplied with 
‘ ifh Merchandizes and Manvufaétures ; and this in 
¢ England is called the Trade to Holland: whereas the 
* Dutch are the Carriers indeed, but the French are the 
§ Confumers ; and all that Confumption is and ought 
*to be efteemed the French Trade. 
¢ The like is to be faid of Flanders and of St. Seba- 
€ flian’s in Spain, the Particulars of which are touch’d 
at already in your MERCATOR; but all thefe 
© prove the Principle laid down, (viz.) That no true 
¢ Scteis OF the Trade can be given by the Cuftom- 


put in Print before: 
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it is all a Trick, a Juggte, to bubble and cheat a df 


‘ Me palm’d upon a Nation; fach a Cheat was never 


* 


€ againit the publick Good of their own Trade. 

* To bring a Scheme of the Trade for the Year 1685, 
‘after’ the French had charg’d our Manufactures with 
€ double Duties to letlen their Confiimption, this is fuch 
‘a Cheatygs ought to be; written in Capital Letters, 
* with the Name of all thofe, who are not afhamd to 
“own it, that their Country might know them, and 
‘ know howto Refent it. | | 


¢ The firit Scheme was-a:‘Cheat in tlie Progrefs and 


“Particulars, but this is a whole United Cheat in the 


* very Contrivance, born a Cheat, defigned to deceive 
‘the World: The Authors’ of the old-Scheme fhew’d 
* Knavery in Management, but this isa piece of Falfhood 
‘in the very Original, a Cheat in Bulk, a wholefale 
* piece of Deceit, and the Author ought «to be ftigma- 
‘ tiz'd with the Chara&ter of an Abftra&ted Deceiver. 
. .° The very making the Scheme it felf; “ abftracfed 
_ trom all its fubfequent Irruptions, is 2 Cheat, for no 
_ scheme of that Year can Lye in this Cafe, nor of any 
other Year, from the Cuftom-houfe Books only; and 
; you are exceedingly to blame if you take any Notice af 
* them for that. reafon; for, they neither can give us 
‘any guefs,what the Trade was, or what it will be. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


In a few Days will be Fublifh’d, 
*.* A PREFACE tothe Pithop of Sarum’s Intro- 
duction to the Third Volume of the Hiftory of the Re- 
formation of the Church of England. By Gregory 
Mifofarum. Price 6d. As alfo, A Letter to ‘the 
DISSENTERS. Price 6d. Both Printed for John 


Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. 


BOOKS printed for John Morphew, near Stationers Hall. 


*,%* The Four Volumes of Memoirs from the New 
Atalantis, in 8%. Four Parts, andan Appendix, of JOHN BULL, 
publifh’d by the Author of the faid New Atalantis. The Conduct 
ot the Allies, the 7th Edition. Remarks on the Barrier-Treaty, 
the 2d Edition, by the Author’of the Condud of the Allies, The 
Examiners {for the Yéar 1710-11, in one Vol. in 12°. Memoirs 
of Count Tariff, by which the whole Secret Hiftory of rhe Refu- 
fing the Late Treaty of Commerce is laid open, ‘&c. The Impor- 
tance of the Guardian confider’d, in a Second Letter to the Bailiff 
of Stockbridge : By a Fricnd to Mr St——le, Part of the 7th 
Epiltle of the Firft Book of Horace imitated, and Addrefs’d to a 
Noble Peer ; the 2d Edition. 








, EONDON: Printed for Ben;. Tooxe, at the Temple-Gate. and 
Joun Barser, On Lambeth-Hilk (Price 3 Half-pence. ) 











